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                     3rd March 2024 
 

       
3rd March 10th 2024 

 
He is risen, indeed 

 
 
 
 

Mountrath  Ballyfin  
Online  Newsletter 

28th July   17th Sunday in Ord. Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sun. 28th July   
 

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 
 

"The caress and the smile" 
 

Meeting of Pope Francis with grandparents, the 
 

elderly and grandchildren 
address of his holiness Pope Francis 

 
Paul VI Audience Hall 

Saturday, 27 April 2024 
 

See Page 11 (and following) of this Newsletter 
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Spaces 

Still 
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   Mountrath  Ballyfin Parish News 28th July ‘24 
 

  St. Fintan’s Parish, Mountrath  –  Ballyfin 
 

                  171h Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Parish Contacts 
Website www.mountrathparish.ie           

Email  -  jmbrophy2@gmail.com   
       Name of Parish App. 

       Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes 
 

Cemetery Masses 

Clondarrig Cemetery    

Wed. 7th Aug.  7.00 pm 

Boghlone Cemetery    

 Wed.  4th Sept.  7.00 pm 
 

  

Eucharistic Adoration Revival 

A day encouraging Eucharistic Adoration in Parishes is taking place in Mt St 

Anne’s on Sat. 24th Aug. It is open to all Parishes and all Parishes will be most 

welcome to attend. 
 

Mon. 29th July 2024   -  7.30 pm 
Mass in Ballyfin Church 
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Sadie Coughlan (Nee Nallan) Collier’s Lane, Portlaoise. R.I.P.                                                                                                              
We pray for Sadie who died peacefully at her home (in her 95th year) on Wed. 

17th July. Sadie’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Peter and Paul Church, 

Portlaoise on Sat. 20th July followed by burial in St. Peter and Paul Cemetery, 

Portlaoise.  We extend sympathy to Thomas, Marie, Cyriline, Edward, Gabrielle, 

Breda, Frances, Linda and families, John, Helen and family, Springfield, Ballyfin, 

Siblings, Thomas, Gerry, Gabo, Rita, Judith and Michael and their families, her 

30 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. extended family, neighbours and 

her friends. 
 

Niall (Cornelius) Dunne  Beechfield. formerly Ballyfin Rd., 

Portlaoise.  R.I.P.                                                                                                         
We pray for Niall who died peacefully at St. James’ Hosp., Dublin on 

Sun. 14th July. Niall’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Peter and Paul 

Church, Portlaoise on Thurs. 18th July followed by burial in St. Peter 

and Paul Cemetery, Portlaoise.. We extend sympathy to his wife, Mary,  

Shane, Darragh and Eoghain and families,  Neala (and Frank and family, 

Brockera) grandchildren, Ella, Lorna, Odhran, Moya, Laoise, Hugh, Brian, 

Conor and Fiadh. brother Eamonn and family, nephews, nieces, extended 

relatives, friends and colleagues from the Prison Service. 

                    May Sadie and Niall rest in the peace of Christ.   
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If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 

 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include your 

own name as the reference.  

 

Thank you for your generous support of Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes  
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 Arranging Anniversary Mass or Month’s Mind Mass 
 

The traditional way of arranging an Anniversary Mass remembrance was by visiting 

the Sacristy before or after Mass and making the necessary arrangement with the 

priest, who wrote the intention into the Anniversaries Diary, there and then.  

However, since Covid this practice has changed.  

 Arrangements for Anniversary Mass remembrances and Month’s Mind Masses are, 

more often than not, now arranged by email, text message, whatsapp, by phone, 

among many other ways.   Which is great.  

 

 On the down-side, it can be quiet difficult to keep track of all these ways. -  

Sometimes emails can go to folders on the computer other than the main folder and 

are not seen straight away.  The same can apply to text messages and Whatsapp. 

messages. This can cause a problem when I have no knowledge of these emails / 

messages coming in and are sometimes not detected at the time. 
 

Can I ask you  –  

if you send me an email, text message or a message on Whatsapp, or any way, other 

than visiting the Sacristy, requesting an Anniversary Mass remembrance or 

arrangements for a Month’s Mind  Mass and don’t hear from me or don’t see the 

relevant name / names in the Newsletter,  

please give me a call on 087 241 1594 
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Safeguarding Children Parish Reps. 

 

Ballyfin Parish      Triona O’Rourke and  Peter Byrne 

Mountrath Parish    Caroline Moore and  Pachelli Walsh 

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person:   Ms. Ailish Higgins. 

Deputy Diocesan Liaison Person:   Ms Michelle Hughes, 

c/o Bishop’s House, Dublin Rd, Carlow  Ph: 085 802 163 

Catholic Grandparents Association Pilgrimage to Knock                                                                        
Takes place this year on the World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, Sun. 

28th July. Archbishop Luis Mariano Montemayor, Papal Nuncio of Ireland will 

lead the pilgrimage. Anointing of the sick takes place at 2.30 pm in the Basilica 

followed by Mass and a Rosary Procession.                                   

All are most welcome to attend. 

             

People, their families and carers, who are ill or unwell – at home, in hospital 

or Nursing Home or undergoing any surgical  or medical procedures.   -   

 We wish them a speedy recovery 

 
A very sincere thank you -  to you and your family - for your very generous support of 

and continued commitment to Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish and Mountrath and 
Ballyfin Lotto 

 
 

See our Parish App.  Mountrath Ballyfin Parishes  
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Eucharistic Adoration Revival 

A day encouraging Eucharistic Adoration in parishes is taking place in Mt St Anne’s on 

Saturday 24th August. It is open to all parishes. Pope Francis encourages adoration 

and all are very welcome. More details will follow closer to August. 

For now, here are some quotes from Pope Francis encouraging adoration in our 

Parish.   

“If we don’t pray, if we don’t adore, our life is worth little” 

“In every tabernacle we see the cross being erected and ask ourselves,   
“Can we do something to alleviate the suffering of Christ today” 
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Ballyfin  Anniversaries 
 

 

 

Mass Times   Anniversaries             Sat. 27th July  -  Sun. 4th Aug.                                

Fri.  26th July 5.00 pm     Exposition of Blessed Sacrament. 

Sat. 27th July 8.00 pm     Ted and Maura Fitzpatrick, Cappanrush.  Maura’s 2nd Anniv. 

                                        Martin and Elizabeth Daly 

                                        Willie and Ned Daly, Kylegrove            

Sun. 28thJuly 10.00 am      

Mon. 29th July 7.00 pm     Apostolate of Sanctification.   

Fri. 2nd Aug.   5.00 pm      Exposition of Blessed Sacrament.  

Sat. 3rd  Aug. 8.00 pm      

Sun. 4th Aug. 10.00 am      

Mon.  5th  Aug. 7.00 pm     Apostolate of Sanctification.  

Wed. 7th  Aug.  7.00 pm    Mass in Clondarrig Cemetery.  

1st Anniv. Mass Remembrance 

Sat. 10th Aug.  8.00 pm  Breda Heffernan, Redgates. 

Boghlone Cemetery Mass    Wed.  4th Sept.  7.00 pm 
  

 
 

Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended 
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Mountrath  Anniversaries  

Mass Times      Anniversaries Sat. 27th July – Sun. 4th Aug.  

Sat.    27th July   7.00 pm   Una Kelly, Main St.,   9th Anniv.  

                                          Vinnie Kelly, Knockanina.  11th Anniv. 

Sun... 28th July.  9.00 am    The Hollow Church     

           .          .   11.30 pm    Billy Bergin, Redcastle.  2nd Anniv 

                                           Tom Lanham, Kiln Lane.      

                                           Florence (Florrie) Phelan, St. Fintan’s Tce  2nd Anniv. 

                                           Patrick Phelan (Florrie’s husband)  39th Anniv 

Tues. 30th July 10.00 am   John Dollard.  R.I.P   Committal of Ashes.   

Wed.  31st  July 10.00 am   Tom Pollard. Ballingarry (SR)   R.I.P. 

Thurs. 1st Aug.  10.00 am   People who are ill.  

Fri.  2nd Aug. 10.00 am    Altar List of the Dead. 

Sat. 3rd Aug. 7.00 pm     Vigil Mass – 18th Sun.   

Sun..4th Aug. 9.00 am    The Hollow Church                                                        

                    11.30 am    18th Sun. Ord Time                                                                                  

 

 

          Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended 

Cemetery Mass 
in Camross 

 

Fri. 2nd Aug. 7.30 pm  
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Memo re. World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly – 28th July 2024 

Pope Francis has in recent years designated the Sunday closest to the Feast of Ss. 

Joachim and Anne as ‘World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly’. The National 

Pilgrimage of the Catholic Grandparents Association takes place that day in Knock and 

indeed the theme of Reek Sunday is also this year being dedicated to World Day of 

Grandparents and the Elderly. This is the 4th World Day and the theme this year is ‘Do 

not cast me off in my old age’ (Ps.71:9) I would ask you to do what you can to promote 

this day at parish/diocesan level. Grandparents and the Elderly are central 

components of the life of every parish.  

A few possible ways to celebrate the Day: 

 I suggest that a candle be lit in the sanctuary of every church by a grandparent 

or an older person to recognise, acknowledge and celebrate the contribution of 

grandparents and the elderly to our parishes 

 Both the Message from Pope Francis and his Audience Address from 27 April last 

provide great stimulation for a homily (both attached) 

 I also attach sample ‘Prayers of the Faithful’ kindly composed by Fr. Seamus 

O’Connell (St. Patrick’s Pontifical University, Maynooth) for use on the day, I am 

attaching a PDF and Word version, in case there may be local edits required. He 

has tied in the prayers beautifully to the scripture of the day. 

 I enclose a reflection written by Betty Murphy (Carlow) one of the founder 

members of the Catholic Grandparents Association on what it means to be part 

of that association and indeed to be a grandparent. 
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 Finally the Catholic Grandparents Prayer written by Pope Benedict XVI and a 

more recent Prayer offered by the Dicastery – either could work as a Post 

Communion Reflection 

Many thanks for promoting and supporting this day,   Denis Nulty 

Chair of Council for Marriage & the Family     15 July 2024 

 

 

Prayer for Grandparents  

  By Pope Benedict XVI 

 

Lord Jesus, you were born of the Virgin Mary. 

the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne. 

Look with love on grandparents the world over. 

 

Protect them! They are a source of enrichment for families, for the Church and 

for all of society. 

Support them as they grow older. 

May they continue to be for their families strong pillars of Gospel faith, 

guardians of noble domestic ideals, living treasuries of sound religious traditions. 

 

Make them teachers of wisdom and courage, 
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that they may pass on to future generations the fruits of their mature human  and 

spiritual experience. 

 

Lord Jesus, help families and society to value the presence and role of grandparents. 

May they never be ignored or excluded, but always encounter respect and love. 

Help them to live serenely and to feel welcomed in all the years of life which you 

give them. 

 

Mary, Mother of all the living, keep grandparents constantly in your care, accompany 

them on their earthly pilgrimage, and by your prayers, grant that all families may one 

day be reunited in our heavenly homeland, where you await all humanity for the great 

embrace of life without end.   Amen 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Grandparents Association Pilgrimage to Knock                                                                  

Takes place this year on the World Day for Grandparents and the 

Elderly, Sun. 28th July. Archbishop Luis Mariano Montemayor, Papal 

Nuncio of Ireland will lead the pilgrimage. Anointing of the sick takes 

place at 2.30 pm in the Basilica followed by Mass and a Rosary 

Procession.       All are most welcome to attend. 
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 Pilgrimages 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lourdes Pilgrimage       

   Mountmellick, Ballyfin, Mountrath. 30th July, for 7 nights. €995 

(plus travel insurance) per person sharing. 

 Deposits are now required. 

     For full information contact  Eleanor Duff  087 767 0915 

 

Pioneer Pilgrimage to Knock                                
Pioneer Pilgrimage to Knock takes place on Sun. 21st July. Mass at 3pm 

followed by Eucharistic Blessing and Procession to the Shrine. Pioneers 
along with friends and relations of people who are living “one day at a time” 

with addiction are most welcome. 

Fatima Pilgrimage 2025 
The Diocesan Office has circulated details of the Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Fatima at Easter 2025. I have included all relevant information  received 

from the Diocesan Office on my Online Newsletter 
(See below  -  from Page 71) 

Medjugorje Pilgrimages                                                                           

April  – Oct 2024.  7 Nights Apartment B&B from €273 per person 

sharing. Airport transfer available on request. Contact us for details 

and book the dates that suit you.  Tel. 01 4434510 or 

website www.med-irishcentre.com 
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                --------------------------- 
  

                 

    

   

             

            Mountrath Parish Lotto  25th July 

Nos. Drawn  5   12   18   32     No Jackpot Winner 

8 Match 3 Winners Rec. €  125 each 

 1 Local Winner 

Morrin Family   Promoter, Teresa Morrin.  
------------                              

 Thank you - for your very generous support of and continued and 

ongoing commitment to Mountrath Lotto 
 

Next Week’s Jackpot  € 20,000 
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Ballyfin Parish Lotto   Wed. 24th  July 

Nos. Drawn   4   17   30   31  

No Jackpot Winner  - 

10  Match 3 Winners  Rec. € 100  ea 

1 Local Winner 

Marie McEvoy    Promoter, Mary McEvoy 

 

Next Week’s Jackpot €20,000 

 
Thank you - for your very generous support of and continued and 

ongoing commitment to Ballyfin Parish Lotto     
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Mountrath Ballyfin Lottos 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Ballyfin       € 20,000 

  Mountrath    € 20,000 

Next Week’s 
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SeniorLine 

Would you like someone to talk to?  SeniorLine is Ireland’s 

national telephone service for older people, open every day of 

the year 10.00 am to 10.00 pm, they can be contacted on 

Freephone 1800 80 45 91. 
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Callers may feel isolated, alone, wish to discuss a problem in 

confidence, or for company during their day.  SeniorLine’s 

volunteers are trained to listen, to support, to discuss options 

and refer the caller to other helpful services available if 

necessary. 

So don’t be alone if sharing a problem would help, phone 

SeniorLine 
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Events In Bloom HQ 

Events In Bloom HQ 

 

Events In Bloom HQ 
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Special Kildare/Carlow Pilgrimage (Limited availability) 

to Fatima EX Dublin Easter 2025 

 

Flying with TAP Airlines 

Also 13th June 2025 for Feast of Saint Anthony, 

13th  October 2025 for Miracle of Sun 

Contact James Treacy 061921470  

jamestreacyphotography@gmail.com 

 

 

Payment can be made by instalments 
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Congratulations to Liam Meade 
who played hurling for Cork at 
halftime of last Sunday’s  All 
Ireland Hurling Final in Croke 

Park.  
Hope it was a wonderful 

experience and a very special 
occasion for Liam,  

 

 Well Done, Indeed, Liam  


